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To maintain our position as the UK’s market 
leader for water rescue PPE, Safequip continue 
to invest in a comprehensive development 
program which includes product innovation, 
component/material development and 
improving product safety.

We recognise it is imperative that the equipment we design, 
and manufacture provides the highest levels of protection 
and user safety. But equally important is designing products 
that are “Fit for Purpose” and are tested and fully certified to 
the very latest standards.

Recently we have been engaged in compatibility testing on 
our water rescue PPE based on the HSE Compatibility 
Protocol for Lifejackets & Immersion suits for offshore 
installations.

This protocol has been written as a stand-alone document 
specifically looking at compatibility between various items 

of water PPE but is not 
attempting to replace 
international standards 
with new standards. Its 
aim is to enhance existing 
standards by devising a test 
regime to take account of 
the compatibility problems 
posed by combination 
lifejackets and immersion/
drysuits likely to be used in 
day to day operations and 
emergency situations.

The format is based on core 
tests, which cover those 
compatibility situations that 

are common to all e.g., donning, out of water and in-water 
use, which includes identical tests that form part of 
EN ISO 15027-3 2012. All tests and assesments were 
carried out by Fleetwood Test House who are a UKAS 
accredited test facility specialising in the marine sector.

Further Information 
Please visit our website www.safequip.co.uk

Contact our sales team either by email at
sales@safequip.co.uk 
or be telephone +44 (0) 1259 727 835

The practical tests require 6 test subjects ranging in size and 
gender to fulfil all the testing disciplines set out in the HSE 
protocol, which included donning, walking, comfort, dexterity 
& mobility, manual dexterity, movement,  climbing, in water 
jump test, swim test & Liferaft entry, self-righting, freeboard, 
and vertical stability evaluation.

The testing also assessed the following criteria:

• Compatibility of items of PPE should fit together and 
function together.

• Compatibility of items of PPE should not cause impairments 
for the wearer while being worn.

• Compatibility of items of PPE should not cause restrictions 
of the protection level when worn in an ensemble.

The items of water PPE that were tested for compatibility were:

• Drysuits 
• Thermal Undersuits
• Water Safety Helmets
• Inflatable lifejackets 
• PFD’s (Rescue Buoyancy Aids)
• Gloves
• Footwear

As a key supplier to the emergency services, Safequip 
recognise the importance of product testing which forms 
an essential element in both product design and product 
safety. The water PPE compatibility testing demonstrates our 
commitment to ensure user safety and protection, leading 
to increased customer confidence and satisfaction, and 
providing users with the best head to toe water rescue PPE 
solution on the market.

“Any compromise in product safety, is a 
disaster waiting to happen”


